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Glossary

Moses[Isserles MosesOsserlesliveddn 6th[Century[Krakow,[Poland.[Hevrote
thefuthoritativelegaltommentary[bflthe[Ashkenazi
(Western[ind[INorthern[Europpeanylfommunities, Falledthe
Mappah[jortableclothyBvhichBvas[juicklyntegrateddnto[Joseph
Caro’s[bhulchan[Aruch.

Maimonides Moseslben[Maimon, known[sMaimonides[brithe[RaMBaM,Qvas

bornn[Bpaindnll 137hndHieddnEgyptinl 204 .[HeBvaslh
renownedJorfhisOvritingsOn[philosphy, bnhe[l'orah(Hor hisdegal
codeslnd[hisOvrittenfesponsesfoBpecificllegallproblems.

MenorattHallMaor  Lit.0The[Bhining[{Candelabra’Bvasboththelpenthamelindivell
known[book[bylsaaclAboablvholivedin[Bpaindnlthell 4th
Century.[HelkreatedfhisGvorktolbelteadlhloudnthelynagogue
althoughllaterfit@lsoBvaseaddnthehome),Folkducatefind

nspire.

Mishneh[ll'orah Maimonidestompliedthistomplete[ 4Frolumeltode[bfJewishJaw
throughBtudyingthe[lTalmudlindthedmportantJegalFodes
written[bylhisfpredecessors. T heMishneh[I'orahOsBtill[bne[bflthe
mostthelnostAmportantBourcesforBtudylindlFuidancefoday.

Shulchan[Aruch Lit.Othe[Laid[Table’@vasltompiledbyJosepharodn[sraeldnlthe
16th[Century.OtBvasndFemains[bneldflthenostluthoritative
sources[bf halachah,[brJewishlaw.JosephCarorewlbn[barlier
works[byluthoritiesGvritingdnlindforthe[Befardivorld, [bflFpain
and[Northern[Africa.[Hence,[Moseslsserles’fommentary,[bn[the
Ashkenazilpractices[bflthe[Hay,Ivere[loonldddedlindAncorporated
into[the[bnelnagisterialBvork.

Talmud The[FalmudQstheliterary, heologicallindlegalBvelllspring[bflthe
Jewishmagination. lCompiledby[tabbinicBcholarsAnBabylon[in
the[V th[Century,GtOsbrdereddnfhonrationallhssociativevay.
Thellanguage[bfithe[TalmudisAramaiclndHebrew.
ThelBhorter[Palestinian[lTalmud[br{lY erushalmifvasitompletedin
the[LandbfsraclinfhroundithebthCentury.
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ANotelon[Translation

Translationlislalways/anldctiofinterpretation. Thatlistwhy itlis[alwaysbest[tolearn(to
read(and understand Hebrew [yourself.

Itlislsurprsingly Leasy, (withlalgood [curriculum(suchlas Alephllsn’t Toughlby[Linda
Motzkin,(WAHC Press, 2001.

Translationland/gender

Many [of[the(texts[in[this study [unit(tefertolthe[duties of[the son. In(their day this
may havelreflected (the(horm/thatiwomen(were responsible[for the welfare of[their
parentsuntil they were[married. At[that point[their[duties[ transferred(tol their
husband and [their[parents/inlaw. Some/later(texts, however, makeliticlear that/both
sons and daughterslarelincluded.[Today, Welshould[probably[tead[theseltextsLas
referring toboth. Ilhavel(tried fotranslate them with twolaims(inmind. Fidelity tothe
intentions[oftheir[authors, and televanceforuis today. Please feel free(to tead [them
allinlamoregenderneutral way.

Theseltransations weremade by RabbiShulamit/Ambalu.[Any faultsareherown.

FurtherReading

Iflyoulwant toltead [justlonelbook, see Creating an_Ethical Jewish[Life[11A[Practical
Introduction to(Classic TeachingslonHow toBeldJew by Byron/L.[Sherwinland [Seymour
J.[Cohen, Jewish[LightsPublishing 2001
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